
BY MARY O’CONNOR

An American woman who
survived being aborted as
an unborn baby and who
has been described as a
“modern day miracle” will
tell her story in Galway
next week.

Gianna Jessen is
visiting Ireland as part of
the Revelation Tour which

is being organised by the
pro-life student network
Ultrasound. She will
speak at the O’ hEocha
Theatre at NUI Galway at
7pm on Thursday
November 24 during the
tour which takes in six
universities over an eight
day period. 

Gianna’s mother
underwent a saline
abortion when Gianna
was an unborn baby of
seven months.

“This left Gianna
burning inside her womb
for 18 hours,” says Eoghan
de Faoite, events co-
ordinator with
Ultrasound. “This should
have killed her but
miraculously she
survived. A nurse at the
abortion facility took pity
on her and she was saved.
Gianna  suffers from
cerebral palsy as a result
of the abortion but this
does not stop her from
travelling the world to
share her story. She has
been featured on major
TV shows in the US and
internationally and has
also testified before
Congress.

“She has an amazing
story to tell of survival,
perseverance and triumph

and will surely captivate
every student who comes
to listen to her.”

Ms Jessen says she
survived against the
odds.“I should be blind
and burned, I should be
dead. I was aborted but I
did not die”.

Mr de Faoite says the
Revelation Tour is
designed to bring “the
truth about abortion to
over 50,000 college
students”.

“Our aim is to create
awareness about abortion
and related issues on
college campuses across
the country. This tour is
our biggest project to
date. A pro-life blitz of
colleges, on such a scale
as this tour, has never
been seen before in
Ireland and promises to
gain the attention of
thousands of students.”

The tour involve 15
Ultrasound team
members promoting the
pro-life message on
campus during the day
and inviting students to
Ms Jessen’s talk in the
evening.

Ultrasound was formed
in March 2002 and consists
of pro-life students across
various universities. This

is its third college
roadshow but the first

featuring international
speakers. 

November 17 2005 www.galwayadvertiser.ie N E W S 31R

Abortion survivor to
speak at NUI Galway

Woman (84) dies
in Kilbeacanty
house fire
BY UNA SINNOTT

Gardaí are investigating whether a candle
was the source of a house fire which
claimed the life of an elderly woman near
Gort at the weekend.

Emergency services were alerted to a
fire in a house in Cloondine, Kilbeacanty
at around 11.30pm on Saturday. Fire
services from Gort and Loughrea
attended the blaze along with gardaí from
Gort. 

A woman was found in a bedroom of the

house and she was brought to hospital by
ambulance. She was pronounced dead on
arrival at the hospital.

The woman has been named as Mary
Margaret Lynch (84), who was known to
friends and family as Pauline. Gardaí have
carried out a technical examination of her
house and the fire is not believed to have
been the result of foul play. It is
understood the investigation into the fire
is centred on the possibility that a candle
had been left burning in the kitchen of the
house. Mrs Lynch was buried yesterday.

Gianna Jessen.

Society of St.
Vincent de Paul

We require good quality usable clothing,
toys, household items, bric-a-brac, books

and small items of furniture
you no longer need. 

We can surely use them all. 

Goods can be left into Thee Curiosityy Shop,
Merchantss Road, Tuesday / Saturday

9.00a.m. -  5.00p.m.

Tel. 563233 / 562254

Regrettably the society is unable to accept items of
large furniture, electrical items, beds, soiled or

damaged baby equipment or carpets.


